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Overview
� What is KIDS COUNT?

� What does KIDS COUNT do? 

� How can KIDS COUNT help you in your work?



What is KIDS COUNT?



National
KIDS COUNT

� National KIDS COUNT Organization

� Funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation
� Started in 1948

� Have grantees in every state
� Grantees provide information & research; advocate on 

behalf of children



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

� Mississippi KIDS COUNT

� Funded by national KIDS COUNT for state of Mississippi
� Also receives support from MSU

� Located in the Family and Children’s Research Unit at 
the Social Science Research Center since 2007

� Dr. Linda H. Southward Co-Director



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

� Leading resource for information on Mississippi’s 
children

� Catalyst for improving outcomes for children, 
families, communities

� Provide research and pro-child policy 
recommendations



Mississippi 
KIDS COUNT

� Audience for our products

� Public
� Policymakers
� Practitioners working with children
� Advocates
� Non-profits



What does KIDS 
COUNT do?



Provide information 
about kids & families



National 
KIDS COUNT

� Annual National Data Book

� Compares each state on measures of children’s 
well-being

� Health, economic conditions, 
education, family & community

� Mississippi Rankings:
� 2000: 49 out of 50
� 2013: 49 out of 50
� 2017: 50 out of 50
� 2018: 48 out of 50



National
KIDS COUNT
Why 
Improved?

� Economic Well-being from 2010-2016
� Like other states, had gains
� Still highest rate of child poverty in nation: 30%
� 46% for Black children
� Poverty=toxic stress=brain development 

interference=worse outcomes



National
KIDS COUNT
Why 
Improved?

� Health from 2010-2016
� Mixed results
� Improvements in low-birthweight babies
� Rest of nation got worse
� But, still highest rate in the nation



National
KIDS COUNT
Why 
Improved?

� Education from 2010-2016
� Gains in 3 out of 4 indicators
� Improvements in grade-level reading & math
� Worse - 3 & 4 year olds in preschool
� State-funded Pre-K serves <1% of 4 yr olds
� Investments in high-quality early care & ed

� 7:1 return for all children
� 13:1 return for low-income, minority children



National
KIDS COUNT
Why 
Improved?

� Family & Community from 2010-2016
� Improvements in all four indicators
� But so far behind, ranked 50
� Highest rates of children in single-parent families
� And children living in high-poverty areas



Mississippi 
KIDS COUNT

Annual Mississippi Fact Books

from 2007-2018



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

� 2018 Mississippi Fact Book:

� Factors impacting children and families’ well-being 
through a racial equity lens

� Health, Education, Economic Well-being, Family & 
Community



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

MS HOME OWNERSHIP BY RACE, 2011-2015



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

MS UNEMPLOYMENT BY RACE, 2012-2016

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

MS: 9.6%



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

MS WORKING POOR BY RACE, 2011-15



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

MS: 49

RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION, 
2011–2015



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES BY 
RACE AND ETHNICITY, 2016



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

CHILD FOOD INSECURITY, 2015

MS: 26.3%



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

MS: 6.8%

HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT A 
CAR, 2011-15



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

MS TEEN PREGNANCY TREND 
BY RACE, 2000–2016



Mississippi KIDS COUNT

OPIOID DEATH RATE INCREASE
BETWEEN 2005-2015



Mississippi 
KIDS COUNT

� Overriding message that can be taken away from KIDS 
COUNT research/data:

� Place, race, income, gender—Social Determinants—matter

� Health, education, economic, family outcomes affected: 
different outcomes for different kids based on these factors



Mississippi 
KIDS COUNT

Frameworks Analogy

We know there are so many different resources available to 
children and families who grow up in a high-resource areas: 
good schools, plentiful jobs, public transportation, and a rich 
diversity of thought and experiences. These resources “stick” 
to people—not just individuals, but entire groups, and benefit 
them. So we want diverse, high-resource communities where 
all citizens are benefiting.



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

Data Visualization

Infographics, Fact Sheets & Maps



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

County Snapshots
Being Updated



Provide policy 
recommendations



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

Data Book Recommendations & Policy Briefs



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

�Mississippi KIDS COUNT Policy Briefs: 

� Studies on School Attendance
� Study on School Suspension
� Kindergarten Readiness Study
� School Discipline

� 2020 Census Undercount of Children in MS



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

Legislative Calendar



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT



Provide information on 
why and how some 
children fare better than 
others



National 
KIDS COUNT

� 2017 National Race for Results 
Report

� Outcomes for children in each 
state by race

� Compiled data on 12 measures to 
create an index, possible score 0-
1000

� Biggest finding for MS: differences 
in outcomes for Black & White 
children

� Index score for White children very low: 596 out of 1000 
(US average=713)

� But index score for African American children in MS much 
lower at 290 (US average 369)



Provide information on 
early childhood 
development



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

Outreach

Early Childhood Speaker Series

Graduate Center for 
the Study of Early 
Learning

W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation

North Mississippi 
Education Consortium

University of 
Mississippi School of 
Education

Mississippi
KIDS 
COUNT



Outreach
Early Childhood Speaker Series

Drs. Craig & Sharon Ramey
High-quality Early Care and 
Education Specialists

Dr. James Heckman
Nobel-prize Winning Economist

Dr. Pat Levitt
Developmental Neurogeneticist

http://gcsel.education.olemiss.edu/



Provide data through 
KIDS COUNT Data 
Center



Data Center

�Mississippi KIDS COUNT 
� takes data from multiple public data sources,
� downloads the data sets, 
� selects key child and family variables, 
� cleans the data, 
� and places it online in a user-friendly format for 

you.



How can KIDS COUNT 
help you?



What can KIDS 
COUNT do for 
you? 

� Help you to confirm what you are seeing and hearing 
anecdotally in your area—is this phenomenon borne 
out in the data?

� Help you to compare your area to the rest of the state 
and the rest of the country

� Help you write reports and grants

� Help you to better understand and contextualize the 
conditions in which some Mississippians live



MS KIDS COUNT Website
www.kidscount.ssrc.msstate.edu



Data Demonstration



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

Website

kidscount.ssrc.msstate.edu



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

KIDS COUNT Data Center

Access hundreds of measures of child well-being







Mississippi
KIDS COUNT

datacenter.kidscount.org



Mississippi
KIDS COUNT



Thank You

Contact Information:

www.kidscount.ssrc.msstate.edu
mskidscount@ssrc.msstate.edu

Heather Hanna, PhD Colleen Stouffer, MS
Heather.hanna@msstate.edu colleen.stouffer@ssrc.msstate.edu

Follow Us On:


