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Executive Summary 
 
The Data 
Data used for this report is largely derived from the 2019 American Community Survey 5-year 
Estimates. Usage of the 5-year estimates provides a more robust measure of current housing 
conditions.  
 
Demographic Context 
 
Population: Quitman County, like many counties in Mississippi experienced population decline. In 
comparison to the 2010 Census count (8,222), Quitman County has seen a 24.8% decline in 
population over the last decade (6,176). More than 75% of the population is African American or 
another racial/ethnic minority. More than 70% of residents age 25 and older have a high school 
diploma or equivalent. Only 37% of individuals who live in the county work in the county. Median 
household income in Quitman County is $25,283. Twenty percent of households earned less than 
$10,000 and 48% of households earn less than the median household income.  
 
Poverty: Poverty levels are down from 2010—only 35.6% of the population lives below the 
poverty level. Additionally, youth disproportionately bear the burden of poverty--55.9% of 
children live below the federal poverty line. Thirty-three percent of households are enrolled in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and 47% of households with children are 
enrolled. This does not account for changes in program enrollment during COVID, so likely the 
rates are much higher for both poverty and SNAP enrollment. 
 
 
Connectivity Data 
 
Device Ownership: Roughly 73% of households in Quitman county have some kind of computing 
device. Of these more than 2,000 households with devices, fewer than 50% owned a desktop or 
laptop, while almost 20% rely exclusively on smartphones. More than a quarter of households in 
Quitman County have no computer, smartphone, or similar computing device. This is especially 
true for northern Quitman County where all census tracts have at least 25% of the population 
without access to some kind of computing/cellular device to access internet (Figure 1).  
 
Internet Access: Nearly 60% of households have some kind of internet subscription. Of these 
1,700 households only 58% have broadband access, while 31% rely exclusively on cellular data 



2 
 

plans. More than 40% of households have no internet subscription. Even at the Census tract level 
there is not a single tract that has more than 75% of the population with reliable internet access 
(Figure 2). Roughly 55% of households who made less than $20,000 in the last twelve months had 
no internet subscription (including cellular plan). 
 
Of households who own a computer, most (78%) have a broadband internet subscription. There is 
a significant difference across age. Those under the age of 65 are likely to own a computer and 
have access to internet, whereas those over 65 are less likely to have a computer or internet. 
Racial differences suggest that African American experience more barriers to computer ownership 
(78% compared to 89% for White households and 100% for Asian households) and broadband 
subscription rates. While 70% of White households and 100% of Asian households who owned a 
computer had a broadband subscription rate, only 61% of African American households had 
broadband subscription rates.  
 
For details please refer to tables 1 & 2 below. 
 
Major Hurdles 
 
Connectively issues have significant implications for accessing critical service to Quitman County 
residents, including but not limited to educational programming, telemedicine services, and online 
banking.  
 
In addition to access through subscriptions, current internet speed available in Quitman County 
still makes accessing these services extremely difficult. Current internet speeds for most of 
Quitman County (the exception being Marks) have tested speeds of less than 25/3 Mbps (Figure 
3), despite registered service providers indicating that Lambert, Marks, and Sledge have at least 
that speed (Figure 4). Additional data provided by UM Researchers Dr. Barry Muldrey and Dr. John 
Daigle suggest that even access via smartphone can be limited in Quitman County (Figure 5) 
 
Paths Forward 
 
Lack of connectivity and broadband access is recognized as an important issue for rural 
communities, and funding at the federal and state level is available to help bridge the digital 
divide. Additional funding will be available via H.R. 3684-754 Infrastructure Bill included $100M 
to the state for broadband, and addition funding depending on the number of unserved locations 
within the state. Additional guidance from the federal government on accessing funding is 
pending. Some examples of current funding opportunities are listed below.  
 
American Rescue Plan Funding: The ARC has several funding opportunities pertaining to 
broadband.  

- Fiscal Recovery Funds: Quitman County has received $1,319,266.1  Per fund guidelines 
this funding can be used for broadband infrastructure.  
-Capital Projects Fund: Eligible states can apply for funding through 12/27/21.  Capital 
Projects allots $10 billion that can be used to fuel projects like broadband infrastructure 

                                                        
1 https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/fiscalrecoveryfunds_countyfunding_2021.05.10-1a-508A.pdf  

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/fiscalrecoveryfunds_countyfunding_2021.05.10-1a-508A.pdf
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deployment. As a note, guidance from the U.S. Dep’t of Treasury on 9/22/21 explicitly 
emphasized states to prioritize investment in fiber technology.  
 

Connecting Minority Communities Pilot Program: Due 12/1/21. No cost matching required. 
Provides federal funding to eligible recipients for the purchase of broadband internet access 
service or any eligible equipment, or to hire and train IT personnel, facilitate education instruction 
and learning. Requires partnering with an anchor MSI or HBCU.  
 
USDA Reconnect Program: Due 2/22/22. This is an innovative new pilot program that helps 
provide loan/grant combinations to facilitate broadband deployment in rural areas insufficient 
internet service. Applications due 2/22/22.  
 
USDA Telecommunications Infrastructure Loans: Provides loan funds to telecommunications 
services in rural areas for new construction, improvements, expansions, etc.  Rolling deadline for 
funding.  
 
USDA Community Facilities Loans and Grants: Maximum 75% of project cost, funds can be used to 
enlarge or improve essential community facilities such as broadband. Provides both low interest 
direct loans and grants. Rolling deadline for funding.  
 
 
 
For questions or concerns please contact: 
Should you have questions or concerns about this report or about Census data in general, please 
do not hesitate to contact The State Data Center or staff at the Center for Population Studies. We 
are here to help! The State Data Center is a collaborative partnership between the University of 
Mississippi, the State of Mississippi, and the US Census Bureau. We provide outreach, education, 
and technical assistance related to public data and analysis.  
 
Dr. Anne Cafer, Director | amcafer@olemiss.edu | 662.915.7295  
Jillian Morrison, JD Delta Fellow | jemorri2@olemiss.edu| 662-388-0609

mailto:amcafer@olemiss.edu
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Figure 1. Quitman County Census tracts (in red) where 25% or more of households report not 
having access to a computer, smartphone, or tablet. (credit: National Telecommuniciations and 
Information Administration, Broadbandusa.maps.arcgis.com) 
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Figure 2. Quitman County Census tracts (in red) where 25% or more of households report not 
having any kind of internet access. (credit: National Telecommuniciations and Information 
Administration, Broadbandusa.maps.arcgis.com) 
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Figure 3. Quitman County Census tracts (in red) where tested speeds are below 25/3 Mbps. 
(credit: National Telecommuniciations and Information Administration, 
Broadbandusa.maps.arcgis.com) 
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Figure 4. Quitman County Census tracts where service providers indicate they provide broadband 
services at speeds at or above 25/3Mbps. (credit: National Telecommuniciations and Information 
Administration, Broadbandusa.maps.arcgis.com) 
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Figure 5. Connectivity for cellphone reception in Quitman County (data and maps provided by Drs. 
Barry Muldrey and John Daigle, University of Mississippi Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering) 
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 Table 1 Quitman County, 

Mississippi 
  Total Percent 
Label Estimate Estimate 
Total households 3,027 (X) 
TYPES OF COMPUTER 

  

Has one or more types of computing devices: 2,229 73.6% 
Desktop or laptop 1,416 46.8% 
Desktop or laptop with no other type of computing device 225 7.4% 
Smartphone 1,913 63.2% 
Smartphone with no other type of computing device 537 17.7% 
Tablet or other portable wireless computer 1,019 33.7% 
Tablet or other portable wireless computer with no other type of 
computing device 

32 1.1% 

Other computer 14 0.5% 
Other computer with no other type of computing device 0 0.0% 
No computer 798 26.4% 
TYPE OF INTERNET SUBSCRIPTIONS 

  

With an Internet subscription: 1,784 58.9% 
Dial-up with no other type of Internet subscription 10 0.3% 
Broadband of any type 1,774 58.6% 
Cellular data plan 1,322 43.7% 
Cellular data plan with no other type of Internet subscription 941 31.1% 
Broadband such as cable, fiber optic or DSL 586 19.4% 
Satellite Internet service 265 8.8% 
Without an Internet subscription 1,243 41.1% 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2019 INFLATION-
ADJUSTED DOLLARS) 

  

Less than $20,000: 1,239 (X) 
With dial-up Internet subscription alone 3 0.2% 
With a broadband Internet subscription 559 45.1% 
Without an Internet subscription 677 54.6% 
$20,000 to $74,999: 1,348 (X) 
With dial-up Internet subscription alone 2 0.1% 
With a broadband Internet subscription 832 61.7% 
Without an Internet subscription 514 38.1% 
$75,000 or more: 440 (X) 
With dial-up Internet subscription alone 5 1.1% 
With a broadband Internet subscription 383 87.0% 
Without an Internet subscription 52 11.8% 
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 Table 2 Quitman County, Mississippi 

  Total With a computer 

No 
comput
er in 
househo
ld 

Percent 
no 
comput
er in 
househo
ld 

    

Broadban
d Internet 
Subscripti
on 

Percent  
Broadban
d Internet 
Subscripti
on 

Without 
an 
Internet 
Subscripti
on 

Percent 
without 
an 
Internet 
Subscripti
on 

    

Label Estima
te Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimat

e 
Estimat
e 

Total 
population in 
households 7,017 4,463 63.6% 1,238 17.6% 1,297 18.5% 
AGE        
Under 18 
years 1,695 1,251 73.8% 339 20.0% 105 6.2% 
18 to 64 years 4,162 2,642 63.5% 755 18.1% 758 18.2% 
65 years and 
over 1,160 570 49.1% 144 12.4% 434 37.4% 
RACE AND 
HISPANIC 
OR LATINO 
ORIGIN        
White alone 1,878 1,324 70.5% 362 19.3% 183 9.7% 
Black or 
African 
American 
alone 5,071 3,095 61.0% 874 17.2% 1,092 21.5% 
American 
Indian and 
Alaska Native 
alone 0 0 - 0 - 0 - 
Asian alone 16 16 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
Native 
Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific 
Islander alone 0 0 - 0 - 0 - 
Some other 
race alone 9 9 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
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Two or more 
races 43 19 44.2% 2 4.7% 22 51.2% 
Hispanic or 
Latino origin 
(of any race) 66 66 100.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 
White alone, 
not Hispanic 
or Latino 1,828 1,274 69.7% 362 19.8% 183 10.0% 
EDUCATION
AL 
ATTAINMEN
T        
Household 
population 25 
years and over 4,683 2,831 60.5% 713 15.2% 1,120 23.9% 
Less than high 
school 
graduate or 
equivalency 1,309 510 39.0% 263 20.1% 535 40.9% 
High school 
graduate 
(includes 
equivalency), 
some college 
or associate's 
degree 2,876 1,871 65.1% 426 14.8% 561 19.5% 
Bachelor's 
degree or 
higher 498 450 90.4% 24 4.8% 24 4.8% 
EMPLOYME
NT STATUS        
Civilian 
population 16 
years and over 5,527 3,334 60.3% 978 17.7% 1,196 21.6% 
In labor force 2,876 2,010 69.9% 451 15.7% 408 14.2% 
Employed 2,296 1,694 73.8% 351 15.3% 248 10.8% 
Unemployed 580 316 54.5% 100 17.2% 160 27.6% 
Not in labor 
force 2,651 1,324 49.9% 527 19.9% 788 29.7% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Executive Summary
	The Data
	Demographic Context
	Connectivity Data
	For questions or concerns please contact:


